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1.  INTRODUCTION 

Identifying and analyzing demographic, socioeconomic, and travel data and projections for a 

state is a critical step in understanding the existing and future trans portation needs. 

Information about the population , employment and economic factors in a state, as well as 

information about how the population chooses to travel ,  all provide important insight to 

inform the long range transportation planning process. Popula tion and economic trends also 

provide a look at the future of a state and the implications it will have on the needs of the 

future transportation  system. Aspects such as the nationwide aging population, the 

introduction of new transportation technology, an d the changes in the energy industry will 

have implications that will affect  the future transportation needs of Arkansas. This document 

will provide existing demographic, socioeconomic, and travel data as well as information 

about trends that may change the transportation needs through the year 2040.  

  



Technical Memorandum:  Trends and Issues 
Introduction  

 
 

A R K A N S A S L O N G  R A N G E  I N T E R M O D A L  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  P L A N |  P a g e 2  

Figure 1: State of Arkansas  
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2.  DEMOGRAPHICS 

This section of the memo summarizes Arkansasõ population and other demographic trends 

that directly affect travel demand.  

2.1  Population Trends  

Table 1  shows Arkansasõ annual population estimates since 2010. The state is g radually 

approaching a population of 3 million, making it the 32 nd most populous state in the nation. 

Since the 2010 Census, 52 of Arkansasõ counties have experienced a decrease in population. 

These decreases have occurred in mostly rural counties  and have been offset by increases in 

counties near population centers such as Little Rock and the northwest part of the state , 

which offer more employment opportunities . 

Table 1: Arkansas Population, 2010 to 2014  

 Census 2010 
July 1 Estimates  

2011 2012 2013 2014 

Arkansas 2,915,918 2,938,430 2,949,300 2,958,765 2,966,369 

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau 

The Institute for Economic Advancement at the University of Arkansas at Little Rock estimates 

that the population in the state of Arkansas will surpass 3,350,000 by 2040, with a projected 

growth rate of just under one half percent per year since 2010, as shown in Figure 2 . 

Figure 2: Arkansas Total Population, 1990 -2040 

 
Source: Institute for Economic Advancement at the University of Arkansas at Little Rock  
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Arkansas showed strong population growth in the 1980s, but the rate slowed significantly 

between 1980 and 1990. Since 1990, the rate of growth has slightly  trailed the national 

average as shown in Table 2 . 

Table 2: History of Population Growth, Arkansas and U.S., 1970 - 2014 

Census 
Year 

Total Population (000s) 
Percent Increase over 

Previous Period 
Numeric Increase over 

Previous Period 

AR US AR US AR 

1970 1,923,322 203,302,031 ****** ******              ****** 

1980 2,286,435 226,542,199 18.9% 11.4% 363,113 

1990 2,350,725 248,709,873 2.8% 9.8% 64,290 

2000 2,673,293 281,421,906 13.2% 13.2% 322,568 

2010 2,915,918 308,745,538 9.1% 9.7% 242,625 

2014 2,966,369 318,857,056 1.7% 3.3% 50,451 

1970-2010 - US Census Count as of April of each year 
2014 - US Census Intercensal Estimate as of July 1, 2014 

Table 3  shows the historical growth of Arkansas compared to its neighboring states  and the 

nation between 2000 and 2014. Arkansas and Oklahoma slightly lagged the national average, 

while the growth for Tennessee was higher. The population of Texas grew at a rate twice the 

national average.  

Table 3: Historical Gro wth of Arkansas and Neighboring States, 2000 -2014 

State 
Population 

2000 
Population 

2014 
% Change 
2000-2014 

Arkansas 2,673,293 2,966,369 11.0% 

Louisiana 4,469,035 4,649,676 4.0% 

Mississippi 2,844,754 2,994,079 5.2% 

Missouri 5,596,564 6,063,589 8.3% 

Oklahoma 3,450,451 3,878,051 12.4% 

Tennessee 5,689,427 6,549,352 15.1% 

Texas 20,851,028 26,382,386 26.5% 

United States 281,421,906 318,857,056 13.3% 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 
 

Figure 3 shows the projected percent population change for ea ch of the 75 counties in 

Arkansas from 2010 to 2040.   
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Figure 3: Population Growth by County, 2010 - 2040 

 
Source: Woods and Poole 2014 
















































